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Widnes Locomotive Shed in 1963

British Railways standard locomotive number 73133 stands
outside Widnes Motive Power Depot (8D Shed) on the 12 of
October 1963. | G Holt from the Richard Mercer Collection.
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Membership Report

The 8D Association held its first meeting on the 4™ of November 2010. Since
that date there have been two further meetings which have established the
group. At present there are xxx Members of the group which we hope will
expand once we begin to advertise.

A Committee has also been set up.

Chairman — Mr J Cowley

Treasurer — Mr L Woods

Secretary (Acting) — Mr P Wright
Archivist — Mr R Mercer

Journal Editor - M P Wright
Committee Member — David Thomas
Founding Member — Phil Williams

The 8D Association will have a display stand at the Manchester Museum of
Transport on the 26™ and 27 of March 2011 and on the 14" and 15" of May
2011. At both events the group will be advertising for members.

Widnes Motive Power Depot (8D)

In the early years of the St Helens & Runcorn Gap Railway it is likely that the
locomotives that serviced the southern end of the line were stabled at Sutton.
However with the expansion of industry at Widnes from the 1840s onwards

there most have been a need to stable engines locally. It is known that local




factories had engines of their own for use on their systems and that these were
stabled in simple wooden sheds. By the time that the London & North Western
Railway (LNWR) took over what had become the St Helens Canal & Railway
company on the 31% of July 1864 Widnes had become a major industrial centre.

The LNWR set about improving the railway at Widnes. The story of the
improvements is worthy of an article in its own right and will be covered in a later
edition of the journal. However the improvements which included the building of a
new line, the Widnes Deviation, were important with regards to the history of the
shed because it was built at the same time. The LNWR allocated the code 35W
to Widnes Shed.

Widnes Shed Circa 1879

The LNWR opened the deviation line to goods services on the 1% of April 1869.
The new shed was located on the south side of the Widnes Deviation Line and to
the south of it was a spur that connected the St Helens line to the Deviation
thereby allowing passenger services to run into the ‘new’ Widnes Station which
opened on the 1% of March 1870. The shed had three roads and in 1873 it was
approved to accommodate six locomotives. Careful study of the above 1870's
map shows that in its early form there was no turntable and only basic facilities.
By 1879 there were 26 locomotives allocated to Widnes so some additional
external storage lines must have been added. Certainly by 1890 the shed had
developed into a six road shed that had a turntable and a coaling facility. Also to
the south of the St Helens line spur additional sidings had been laid that were
used for locomotive stabling. It was in this form that the shed would remain up
until closure.

The duties performed by the Widnes based locomotives in the later part of the
19" Century would have been in the main goods turns but there were also
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