THE 8D ASSOCIATION

ON SHED

The Journal of the 8D Association
Volume 1 Number 3
September 2011

Fisons Locomotive Numhber 2 in the late 1950s

Mot all of the railways within the area of interest to the 8D Association
were under the ownership of the big railway companies or later British
Railways. Many local firms had railway networks of their own such as
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Editor

Welcome to the third 8D journal and thank you for the feedback | have had regarding
the second which does seem to have been very well received. The association goes
from strength to strength. We have increased our membership base still further and the
site visits have proved to be very popular. The discussions that have taken place
amengst members at the visits has been most enlightening and of great interest to all.
As the summer draws to a close a programme of events for the winter period, mostly
indoors, has been put together which is published on the back page. Hopefully there
will be semething of interest to all.

The railways in our area do not stand still they are constantly evolving. In this edition
there is an article on the Folly Lane branch which is currently undergoing soemething of
a renaissance. Within a year there will be regular waste trains from Manchester using
the branch. It is good to see rail has a future into the 21% century. Paul Wright

The original Norton
Station Signalbox as
seen in 1970. At that
time the stations
platforms were
extant.
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The Folly Lane Branch

The Folly Lane Branch as sean Fnokig west at Folly Lane in 19838. At this time BR
basod a class 08 diesel shunter on the branch and the line was still electrified. To the
left of the picture can be seen the BR sitaff accommodation block.

The Folly Lane branch was opened in 1868 by the London & MNorth Western
Railway (LMWR). It connected the Runcom Docks to the LMWR Ditton Junction
and Weaver Junction line which provided a short cut for trains travelling between
London and Liverpool by bridging the River Mersey at Runcorn. Prior to the line
opening trains had to travel via Warrington.

Runcom Docks can trace their onigin back to 1776 when the Bridgewater Canal
opened at Runcorn. Runcom was the western terminus of the canal which had a
direct connection to the River Mersey via a set of locks at the town which allowed
for the onward movement of goods to Liverpool. A dock system developed at the
point where the river and the canal had their juncture. Early railway developments
bypassed Runcorn but when the Ditton Junction and Weaver Junction line was
proposed the opportunity was taken to also obtain an act to build a branch to the
Runcom docks.

Castner-Keliner (Later to become IC1) opened a factory at the end of the branch
at Weston Point which was served by its own sidings. Over the years the Castner-
Keliner works expanded and in 1922 the company opened its own railway which
was known as the Weston Point Light Railway. It connected directly to the Folly
Lane branch. Castner-Keliner (and later ICI) had their own locomotives for the
system.
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Map showing the Folly Lane Branch and the Weston Point Light Railway.

The Folly Lane branch and Weston Point Light Railway became a very busy
railway location. In the early 1950s the Folly Lane Branch was electrified. The
decline started in the late 19305 when pipelines and road competition began to
have an effect. On the 13% of March 1994 the branch was de-electrified. By the
mid 1990s the only rail traffic that was using the branch was a couple of times
per week trip that ran between Warmington Arpley and the Salt Union Works.
The service finished in 2000, In 2001 a new automated loading facility was
opened at the site of the Picow Farm Road sidings by Ineos Chlor and at
present three trains per week visit it. Paul Wright
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iLooking north from Runcorm Signalbox along the Folly Lane Branch in the first halff
of the 1960s. The branch can be seen curving away to the leff. To the right can be
seen Runcorn station at wihich an efeciric hauled service is armiving. Photo by R'W

Mercer.
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8D MEMBERS RIDE ON A GHOST TRAIN

Mo some of our members have not been to the fun fair nor have they been
spirited away by some supernatural force. The Ghost Train was the 7:53 Summer
Saturdays Only Chester to Runcom train that is operated by Northemn Rail.

There are a number of Ghost Trains around the country the more accurate
description for which is Parliamentary Trains. They run on sections of line that do
not normally see scheduled passenaer services so that the illusion of the line still
being open can be maintained. The 7:53 Summer Saturdays Only Chester to
Runcom service is run in order to demonstrate that the Halton Curve (the line
from Frodsham Junction on the Warrington to Chester line to Halton Junction on
the Ditton Junction to Weaver Junction ling) is still open. Since early 1994 the
Halton Curve has only been able to be used in one direction, from Frodsham to
Runcom. It does not have any scheduled services on it, including Freight, other
than the Ghost train.

Ghost trains are usually run at the most inconvenient of times, often offer no
return journey opportunity (as in the case of the Chester to Runcorn) and are not
well advertised. As a resuit they are not used by many people and often run
empty and it is the empty nature of the trains that has given them the nickname of
‘Ghost Trains'.

On Saturday the 6" of August 2011 ten members and two guests rode on the
Chester to Runcorn ‘'Ghost’ which gave them the opportunity to travel over the
ittle uzed Halton Curve.

§0 association members at Chester Station afongside the 07:53 service to Runcorn
on Saturday the 8 of August 2011,
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The moming started bright and early when members met at Runcorn Station.
Crammed into three cars the group set off for Chester. At Chester station a
bemused ticket clerk tried to explain to the group that travel was only possible
directly to Runcorn East. After insisting that this was not so on Saturdays
during the summer manth’s tickets were issued.

The Ghost train was clearly advertised on the station departure indicator but
this did not stop another member of the station staff trving to advise the group
to fravel to Runcorn East.

T
The departure indicator at Ghester Station on the 6% of Avgust 20171
Photo by Paul Wright

The train deparied promptly at 07:53 and other than the 8D group there was
anly one other passenger travelling. The first part of the journey was a lively
run along the very straight section of line from Chester to Frodsham during
which Les Fifoot explained that back in the 1960s it was one of the first
sections of line that he had seen relayed with continuous welded rail.

Colin Turton told the group that one of his jobs when he was based at 8D in
the early 19605 was to fire a train that ran from Ditton Junction to Helsby.
Colin explained that the train called at Runcorn and then fravelled over the
Halton Curve and on through Frodsham to Helsby. Upon arrival at Helsby the
a0 crew then worked a service that called at all stations to Liverpool Lime
Street via Runcomn. Colin explained that 8D lost the work when the service
went over to DMU operation. The train that Colin recalls was listed as Table
95 in the BR London Midland Region timetable of 1960. It was listed as
departing Ditton Junction at 6:05 and arriving at Helsby at 6:33. According to
Colin the service was well used.

After Frodsham the 'Ghost’ began to slow down. It crossed over the River
Weaver viaduct at less than 20 mph and at Frodsham Junction turned
northwards onto the Halton Curve. This was the highlight of the trip and the
reason for the existence of the “Ghost train'.
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Events Programme

19:00 — Thursday 20™ October 2011 - The Cowley Hill Colliery and Runcorn
Gap Railway — A talk and illustrated slide show by Joe Cowley - Kingsway
Learning Centre (Widnes Library)

10:00 — Saturday 26" November 2011 - From Ditton Junction to St Helens
Shaw Street — The Stations — A talk and illustrated slide show by Paul Wright
- Kingsway Learning Centre (Widnes Library)

10:00 — Saturday 17™ December 2011 — The 8D association AGM Followed
by a Buffet Lunch and a Guest Speaker. Kingsway Learning Centre (Widnes
Library)

10:00 — Saturday 18™ February 2012 - Signalboxes — A talk by Richard
Mercer - Kingsway Leaming Centre (Widnes Library)

10:00 — Saturday 17" March 2012 - A morning of recollections —
discussions between members provoked by slide show - Kingsway Leaming
Centre (Widnes Library)

Events are open to non members at a cost of £2.00 per person.

The marshalling sidings that lay to the west of Carterhouse Junction as seen in
the late 1960s. The diesel shunter had originally been built by the LMS. Photo by
Richard Mercer.
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